
THE ULTIMATE  
BATHROOM 
RENOVATION GUIDE



1. Research
No decision as big as a bathroom 
renovation should be undertaken 
without proper research!
Now’s the time to look through home design magazines, 
Instagram accounts and Pinterest for inspiration, picking 
and choosing the elements you love to create a space that’s 
truly unique.

You won’t know what you like until you see it – there’s a 
whole world out there of fantastic bathroom designs, with 
features you may not have thought of yet. 
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WHAT DON’T YOU LIKE ABOUT 
YOUR CURRENT SPACE?

No decision as big as a bathroom renovation 
should be undertaken without proper research! 
Now’s the time to look through home design 
magazines, Instagram accounts and Pinterest for 
inspiration, picking and choosing the elements 
you love to create a space that’s truly unique.

You won’t know what you like until you see 
it – there’s a whole world out there of fantastic 
bathroom designs, with features you may not 
have thought of yet. 



3. Practical vs. Pretty
A bathroom should satisfy both form and function, so 
it’s important to consider both the practical and design 
elements. For example, an open shower looks great but 
will it work for you? Will drawers in the cabinet work better 
than shelves? Does having a toilet in the bathroom suit 
your lifestyle? Perhaps it’s better off in its own space! 

Taking the time to examine the ramifications of every 
design features, as well as where they sit on your ‘need’ or 
‘want’ lists, will make a huge difference to how much you 
use and enjoy the final product. While it may be tempting 
to create an amazing design with eye-catching features in 
every corner, sometimes simple is best!
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2. Budget
Establish a budget and stick to it. This will inform every 
choice you and your builder make along the way, so it’s 
essential that you understand exactly how much you’re 
willing to spend – and where you’re willing to spend it. If 
you’re not sure where to start, an experienced bathroom 
builder will be able to give you a realistic budget, as they 
understand the true cost of labour and materials. They will 
be able to provide realistic estimates and timelines, as well 
as advising where you should spend big and where to cut 
costs.

If you’re indecisive, or want the flexibility of adding things 
in along the way, a contingency budget is also a great idea. 
This will prevent any potential stress and worry should you 
wish to change or add something down the track.



4. Choose an experienced builder 
A bathroom may seem like a smaller project when 
compared to an entire home renovation, but this doesn’t 
mean your builder should be any less qualified. In fact, 
with so many moving parts and features to get right, it’s 
more important than ever that your builder is qualified and 
experienced.

A recommended builder who specialises in bathrooms is 
even better, as they’ll understand the intricacies that come 
with these types of spaces, including plumbing, electricals, 
waterproofing and more. A bathroom renovation specialist 
will have the ideas, the experience and the trade contacts 
to create the perfect space for you.
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5. Materials
A bathroom is a high-traffic area, so it needs to be built to last. Make sure you 
choose durable, functional and long-lasting materials that will stand the test of 
time. You don’t want to have to be ripping up your dream design in five years 
because you chose the low quality flooring or tapware that’s starting to tarnish.

A bathroom specialist will be able to advise you on which materials to choose, 
balancing functionality and durability with achieving the look and feel you’re after. 

SELECT A LAYOUT THAT  
SUITS YOUR NEEDS

It’s important that your bathroom 
renovation works for you. 

After all, a big family has different needs to 
the empty nesters. When redesigning your 
space, consider what elements will make your 
everyday experience that much easier – could 
it be double basins or separate toilets if you 
have a bustling household? Or would you like 
to create a retreat in your ensuite with a rainfall 
shower and standalone bathtub? 

Whatever your needs, it’s essential you consider 
how the space will work to your advantage, 
instead of against it.
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6. Building Permits

Many clients fall into the trap of thinking a 
bathroom renovation is a small project that doesn’t 
require external building approvals. However, 
many bathroom renovations will involve structural 
changes, which will mean you need a building permit. 
Make sure you engage a builder who is experienced 
in dealing with all the relevant authorities. They will 
take care of all the paperwork, streamlining the 
experience and allowing you to rest easy. 
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7. Waterproofing
Many clients fall into the trap of thinking a bathroom 
renovation is a small project that doesn’t require 
external building approvals. However, many 
bathroom renovations will involve structural changes, 
which will mean you need a building permit. Make 
sure you engage a builder who is experienced in 
dealing with all the relevant authorities. They will take 
care of all the paperwork, streamlining the experience 
and allowing you to rest easy. 

First Class Building is Sydney’s 
leading bathroom and outdoor 
entertaining specialist. We have 
over 15 years’ experience in 
bringing our clients’ spaces to life – 
transforming them from outdated or 
impractical residences into beautiful 
functional homes.

Led by expert builder Andrew Phelps, First Class 
is a family owned and operated business. We are 
passionate about treating every project as if it were 
our own, which ensures high-quality results that 
exceed our clients’ expectations every time.

Looking to give your bathroom a makeover? Get in touch with the 
expert team at First Class Building to see how 

 we can help bring your ideas to life!

0401 905 121
firstclassbuilding@hotmail.com


